
ATHENS VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026, 7:00 PM    

VILLAGE BOARD ROOM 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Decker at 7:00pm. Roll call was taken with members Brodziski, Decker, 

Guden, Perkins, Socha, and Thorson present with Thurs absent and Guden arriving at 7:28pm. All recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

David Minch from Kerber Rose presented the 2026 Financial Reports via Zoom. Visitors present were Steve 

Brewster, Casey Krautkramer and Aaron Stencil. Steve Brewster presented information regarding the granite bike 

trail route and upcoming Red Grinder bike race. 

    

Motion Perkins, S/Brodziski and carried to approve the minutes of the 4/27/26 Board Meeting and 4/28/26 Special 

Board Meeting. 

 

Committees reporting were: Finance & Personnel –Trustee Thorson reported on the 5/14/26 committee meeting 

where the part-time lawn mowing position and the Personnel Manual was discussed. Motion Thorson, S/Perkins 

and carried to approve 5/14/26 meeting minutes. Fire & Police – Chief Stencil thanked Dwight Lenhard and Ruth 

Weiler for volunteering for the bike rodeo and to TnT Auto for donating 4 bikes. Trustee Perkins reported on the 

5/13/26 committee meeting.  Agenda items included interviews for the part-time police officer position, and 5 year 

taser quote. Motion Perkins, S/Socha and carried to approve 5/13/26 meeting minutes. Streets –Trustee Brodziski 

reported that the Damon Street blacktop and curb and gutter and miscellaneous patches were completed. Parks & 

Public Welfare – Trustee Guden reported that Star Environmental is doing research on installing septic system at 

Erbach Park. He also reported Steve Brewster picked up 3 trees to plant at Erbach and Mike Perkins will complete 

the electrical work at Athens Park to abandon the overhead lines and trench the lines to the shelter. Public 

Property- Trustee Socha reported on the 5/13/26 committee meeting.  Agenda items included bids for the brush 

removal at the yard waste site, repairs to the John Deere tractor, the sale of the old Christmas decorations and the 

possibility of purchasing some tax delinquent slivers of land from Marathon County. Motion Socha, S/Perkins and 

carried to approve 5/13/26 meeting minutes. Water & Sewer – Trustee Perkins reported on the 5/15/26 committee 

meeting where the remaining sludge depth was discussed with August Winters & Sons. The committee decided the 

general contractor needs to fulfill their contract obligations to get the pond #1 sludge to less than 6 inches. Motion 

Perkins, S/Brodziski and carried to approve the 5/15/26 committee minutes.  

 

Motion Thorson, S/Socha and carried to approve payment of check #28681 to #28728 totaling $60,988.81. 

 

Motion Guden, S/Perkins and carried to approve picnic licenses for the Athens Booster Club for 6/5/26 to 6/7/26 

and 8/15/26 at the Ball Diamond; Athens VFW Post 8527 for 6/14/26 and 8/20/26-8/23/26 in Memorial Park 

 

Motion Brodziski, S/Perkins and carried to approve Fireworks Permits for Athens Advancement and Agriculture 

for 8/20/26 (rain date 8/23/26) and the Lions Club for 7/3/26 (rain date 7/5/26) 

 

Motion Perkins, S/Socha and carried to approve Resolution 2026-4 approving Liquor and Cigarette Licenses 

 

Motion Perkins, s/Socha and carried to approve Resolution 2026-5 approving Operator’s Licenses. 

 

Motion Perkins, S/Socha and carried to approve Beer Garden Licenses for Landmark Bar and Cocina on the 

Square  

 

Motion Thorson, S/Socha and carried to approve recommendation from Finance and Personnel Committee to hire 

Dwight Lenhard and Schilling for part-time occasional lawn mowing at a wage of $20/hr. 

 

Motion Thorson, S/Brodziski and carried to table approval of updates to Personnel Manual. 

 

Motion Socha, S/Brodziski and carried to approve recommendation from Fire and Police Committee to hire RJ 

Knetter as  part-time police officer pending background check. 



 

Motion Socha, S/Brodziski and carried to approve recommendation from Fire and Police Committee to contract 

with Axon Enterprise for Taser 7 for a 5 year period in the amount of $18,559.80 

 

Motion Socha, S/Thorson and carried to approve recommendation from Public Property Committee to contract 

with Henry Glick in the amount of $7000 to do brush removal at yard waste site. 

 

Motion Socha, S/Brodziski and carried to approve recommendation from Public Property Committee to approve 

a/c repairs to John Deere tractor at an approx. cost of $1247. 

 

Motion Perkins, S/Brodziski and carried to approve payment request from SD Ellenbecker for WWTP sodimate 

enclosure in the amount of $15,050 pending approval from MSA and DNR. 

 

Motion Perkins, S/Thorson and carried to approve payment request #8 from August Winter for WWTP project in 

the amount of $12,284.45. 

 

Motion Perkins, S/Guden and carried to approve 3 year WWTP generator maintenance agreement with Cummin 

Sales an/d Service for $2,356.86. 

  

Motion Perkins, S/Socha and carried to adjourn at 7:53pm. 

 

Randall Decker, President  

Lisa Czech, Clerk 


