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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

It seems a little harder to get this letter started this year, not because there is not a lot to write about, but because on
November 18", I had my left knee replaced. So, I'm sitting in pain trying to get this started! I would like to thank my family
and all those that took care and catered to me. I know I’'m not a good patient so extra kudos for putting up with me and taking
care of me.

The committee chairs have done a good job of covering their particular committees. What I would like to say again is that
it amazes me how all of these committees work separate, but together for the good of the Village of Athens. Seems each year
we lose a little funding in some form or another so we have less money to do what needs to be done. Yet your board finds a
way to get done what needs to be done. I don’t think a lot of people realize what our budget entails. We have roads to repair,
rebuild, & maintain so we rank these each year as a part of a 5 year plan. We also have vehicles to replace and repair which we
also have a plan and review it on a yearly basis. We have to maintain our capital & property. This includes all of our buildings,
parks and other property. We also have our employees to consider each year. With all of this and more, we try to do a good job
with maintaining our tax rate close to where it is. Hopefully with proper planning and monitoring and doing what needs to be
done we can continue this course. The people on the board are there for one reason and one reason only - for the betterment of
Athens. There is no one agenda, everyone works together for our Village. These board members are your neighbors, friends,
acquaintances, and sometimes relation, but all are here to serve the community. We are always looking for more people willing
to serve, so let us know if you are interested! The board is always interested in the opinions of the Village residents, so please if
you have a concern or comment —or whatever- please contact one of the Board Members.

As always, I don’t want to forget to commend our employees. There has never been a better group of people who are
willing to do more — go above and beyond — all for the good of our Village. Like Arby’s “we have the meats”, we have the best
employees anywhere.

I would also like to thank our many volunteers. Thank you to Eugene Denk for taking care of the logging and Ken Writz
for constantly monitoring and caring for our shooting range. There are many, many more who help us out -from caring for our
flowers, to putting up decorations and even just picking up trash on the ground. I can’t mention everyone, but just know that
when you do what you do, it is noticed and appreciated. We could not have this fantastic Village without you.

I would like to acknowledge all the decorations that make our village what it is- the best and prettiest Village in the world.

Remember the “reason for the season”- slow down — enjoy family and friends — enjoy all the lights and decorations. Take
a deep breath- we are all neighbors and friends. We may have a different or opposing view, but that doesn’t change the fact that
we are here because we love Athens and are neighbors and friends.

As always, I am your public servant, so if you have any concerns — good or bad — I am happy to hear from you.

Chuck Kornack, Village President

VILLAGE OFFICIALS PHONE GUIDE
Village President: Chuck Kornack 715-257-7657
Trustees:
Dwight Lenhard ~ 715-257-9922 Randy Decker 715-571-6503 Chris Perkins 715-574-6435
Steve Brewster 715-223-7125 Matt Witucki 715-574-7060 Jonathon Haines 715-470-3169
PARKS & PUBLIC WELFARE

Unlike the last few years, the Parks & Public Welfare
Committee had a slower year for projects in 2019. The
committee continues to work on grants for the parks and
shooting range. Recently, the Village was awarded $22,132
to add paved walkways to the shooting lanes at the range.
Thank you to Chief Stencil for his work on that grant.

The members of the Athens Area Trail Association
continue to help upgrade Erbach and Athens Park and with
tree planting, trail maintenance and other updates to the
parks and trail system. Thank you to our village employees

and the Trail Association members for all their work on the
trails, bridges and other park improvements. They have
committed a lot of donated time to these areas.

Thank you to Nick Peter for planting and maintaining
the flowers around the bandstand and to Jenny Lipinski and
her crew for decorating for the holidays.

Matt Witucki, Committee Chairman
Jonathon Haines & Randy Decker, Committee Member
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FINANCE & PERSONNEL

After last year’s replacement of several employees, we
had a quiet hiring year as the Village staffing remained
consistent. Mark Behringer did return this past summer to
continue mowing lawn and we welcomed a new part-time
officer, Shawn Bauer, this summer as well.

The Board recently approved the 2020 budget. The
Village tax rate will go from $6.81 to $6.86 per thousand
dollars of assessed values. This is an increase of .7%.

You will however notice a much larger jump in your overall
taxes. Marathon County increased their levy by 17 cents,
North Central Technical College increased by 8 cents and
Athens School District levy increased by $1.81.
Jonathon Haines, Committee Chairman

Dwight Lenhard & Chris Perkins, Committee Members

WATER & SEWER COMMITTEE
The Village Board recently approved a 5% sewer rate
increase as well as 3% water rate increase. Both increases
were at the recommendation of the Village auditor. To help
you understand the need for the rate increases, here is some
information regarding the water and sewer departments:

Current Sewer revenue: $233,000

Current Sewer Expenses:
Long Term Debt: $105,000
Plant Electricity costs: $21,000
Operating Supplies: $17,600
Property/Liability Insurance:  $7,700
Replacement Fund Pmt: $15,900
Labor/Benefits: $50,000
Office Supplies $2,000
Professional Services: $3,500

This leaves less than $10,000 for any unexpected repairs or
any needed equipment purchases.

Current Water Revenue: $239,000

Current Water Expenses:
Long Term Debt: $68,000
Electricity: $11,000
Operating Supplies: $14,500
Office Supplies: $2,000
Property/Liability Insurance  $7,700
Property Taxes: $50,824
Repairs to Breaks: $3,000
Labor/Benefits: $49,600
Professional Services: $5,000

This only leaves approx. $27,000 for unexpected
repairs and needed equipment. Due to PSC mandates, we
will also have to be painting the water tower (est. $50,000)
and performing other costly updates in the near future as
well.

The Board is hoping that implementing smaller
increases will help to avoid any major increases in the
future.

Chris Perkins, Committee Chairman
Steve Brewster & Matt Witucki, Committee Members

FIRE & POLICE COMMITTEE

Things are running well on the Police and Fire
Committee. Many thanks to Ron Lavicka for his years of
service as Fire Chief. His dedication, integrity and
willingness to do anything for the community will be hard to
match. Brian Lavicka was elected Fire Chief by his peers
and will undoubtedly provide the same level of service to
his community. Thank you both Ron and Brian!

With winter coming early, it is important to remember
the winter parking rules. No parking on village streets from
2am to 7am. Chief Stencil has been monitoring the first
couple of weeks and will be taking action when necessary.
Lets make the job of plowing the roads easier for our public
works employees.

The police department will be conducting interviews in
December to add to our group of part time police officers.
Chief Stencil does a great job of orchestrating coverage for
the village when it comes to public safety. In this respect,
no news is good news!

2020 will be a busy year with training of new and
current police staff. A camera system will be purchased
allowing chief to perform interviews in Athens without
having to travel to Wausau. The plan for this system is that
it will also be the foundation for some video surveillance
cameras around the village. More to come on this.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns moving forward. It is a pleasure serving my
community.

Steve Brewster, Committee Chairman
Jonathon Haines & Randy Decker, Committee Member

STREET COMMITTEE

The 2019 street improvement budget was $75,000 and
was to be used on the street most needed. In the spring,
Mueller Street west of Hwy 97 developed some bad
potholes. We dugout a couple of bad areas and realized that
the street was going to need a total reconstruction. The cost
of this reconstruction was more than our budget allowed, so
it was delayed a year. We have applied for two sources of
funding (one is 90% State funded and the other is 50%
funded). If either of these grants are received, the project
would be for the 3 blocks to the West Village Limits Road.

The committee reviewed other potential streets projects
that fit into the budget. It was decided to repair E. Degner
Street from the bridge east. The project included
pulverizing, shaping, paving, replacing 4 culverts and
ditching. The total cost of the project was $62,000. 3 big
trees in the right of way by the cemetery were also removed
to help correct water flow issues to allow water to flow into
ditches. The cost to remove the trees and grind the stumps
was $4,450 and was partially funded by $2000 of leftover
tree grant funds. Village workers helped reduce the cost of
the project by completing the needed shouldering and
removing the curb and gutter and sidewalk by the bridge.
When the weather allows next spring, black dirt will be
brought in some locations.
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The remaining 2019 street budget funds were used to
improve Well Street to Erbach Park. The slope of the road
was causing water to run down the middle of the road and
the granite was continually washing onto the grass. 24 loads
of blacktop millings (at $8/ton) was dumped onto the street
and we contracted with the Town of Johnson to shape the
road and compact the millings. This repair turned out well
and should be good for several years.

In addition to these projects, there were over 20
locations that needed minor maintenance (blacktop patches
and curb and gutter replacement). A large amount of these
were due to water main breaks and water lateral repairs.

grounds for tires, televisions, toxins, furniture, and building
materials. The village is in the process of creating a user
friendly yard and garden waste site. A solid road and turn
around area is being planned so soggy conditions won’t
dampen your ability to access the dumping region. All we
ask is that you heed the signage and leave only organic
material behind. Anyone with ideas to improve the site are
welcome to call the Public Property chairman at 715-257-
9922 or the village office.

Dwight Lenhard, Public Property Chairman

Chris Perkins & Matt Witucki, Committee Member

The local ATV club, ABR Riders, sent a letter to the =~

Village requesting that the hours of operation for ATV/UTV -
be changed to 24 hours instead of the current daylight hours -
~ sure to “like us” to get up to date information on
change the hours of operation to Sam to 10pm. One of the -
reasons to change the hours was because of the wide change

only. The committee reviewed the request and decided to

of daylight hours during the year.
Randy Decker, Committee Chairman
Dwight Lenhard & Steve Brewster, Committee Member

PUBLIC PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Last year at this time you were introduced to Michelle
and Aaron Doll who had taken over management of the
Community Hall Bowling alley. They have done an
admirable job of adapting to the old building and its inherent
problems. They endured a water line freeze up that ruptured
resulting in a flood of the bar area, an ice machine failure,
an electrical glitch which defrosted their frozen food freezer
and the usual pinsetter problems. A food prep area was
constructed for creating home made pizzas. As they worked
to build up their bowling business, they also expanded their
family which now includes a new son.

The window replacement project got shelved again due
to circumstances beyond our control. Those budgeted funds
will be carried over into 2020, There were a number of
unanticipated purchases this summer. The broom attachment
for the compact tractor and the original zero turn lawn
mower both suffered mechanical breakdowns which would
cost more to repair than the value of the equipment. Both
units were replaced with new units,

Moving forward into the 2020 budget, the Community
Hall windows are once again on the list. Third time’s the
charm, right? A major purchase will be the replacement for
the white Ford pickup. A new snowblower attachment for
the compact tractor is slated for a late 2020 purchase barring
any major calamities with the present blower this winter.
Some new heavy duty shelving for the shop is needed in
order to free up some floor space. Lastly, some funds will
be set aside to purchase surveillance cameras in the near
future. Here are some reasons for the camera installations.

There have been instances of misuse of the yard waste
dump site, the waste oil recycling site and the dumpsters
reserved for the village to use for receptacle garbage from
down town, the ball diamond, the parks and debris picked
up by the employees. These sites have become dumping

The Village has created a Facebook page...please be

NOTICE

Village Tax Collection Hours
ALL TAX COLLECTIONS WILL BE DONE IN THE
CLERKS OFFICE DURING WEEKDAY HOURS-
7:30AM TO 11:30AM AND 12:30PM TO 4PM. THE
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 24™, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
25™  AND WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1%,

You can also mail your taxes to the Village of
Athens, P.O. Box 220, Athens, WI 54411 or drop it in
the payment drop box at the Municipal Building.
***Please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope if you would like a receipt returned to
you

DID YOU KNOW?

Marathon County’s new land records system
provides current and past property and tax
information (including copies of current and
prior tax bills and also current and past tax
receipts). Use the link below or google
"Marathon County Land Records” and follow
the links!

http://ascent.co.marathon.wi.us/AscentLandRe
cords/Propertylisting/RealEstateTaxParcel# /Seq
rch
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RENTALS- EFFECTIVE 1/1/20
Athens Community Hall (approx. 250/chairs & 33
tables)
Rates:

Resident: $25/hr or $250/day + $100 deposit.
Non-Resident: $30/hr or $300/day + $100
deposit.

If the hall is cleaned up after use, the deposit is
returned.

Athens Village Park

Resident Rate: $80/day

Non-Resident Rate: $100/day

Erbach Park

Resident Rate: $100/day

Non-Resident Rate: $150/day
RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE BY
CALLING/EMAILING THE CLERK'S OFFICE

VILLAGE OF ATHENS SNOW & ICE
REMOVAL POLICY

Within 24 hours after the cessation of any fall of sleet
or snow, it shall be the duty of the owners and/or the
occupants of any lot or parcel of land to remove
the snow or sleet from any and all sidewalks
adjacent to the premises of such owner or
occupant, and to keep the same free and clear of
snow and ice for the FULL width of the sidewalk. If
the owner/occupant fails fo remove the snow or
sleet (ice) from the sidewalks, Village employees
shall remove the snow/ice and assess a fee of $75/hr
with minimum charge of $75 against the owner for
the cost of removing the ice/snow.

***HUNTING ORDINANCE***
No hunting of any kind (INCLUDING PURSUING,
DRIVING OR CHASING ANIMALS) shall be
allowed on Village owned property.

e _Snowmobile Trail Access
As in the past, residents will be allowed to travel
the roads and alleys to and from their houses, using the

most direct route to the trail. The speed limit will be
10 mph and the snowmobiles must yield the right-of-
way to other vehicles using the streets and alleys.
Snowmobiles are prohibited from traveling on STH 97
(Pine St., Mueller St., and Alfred St.); however,
snowmobiles are allowed to cross the highway.

Please realize it only takes one problem
snowmobile rider to ruin this privilege for the
residents. Therefore, it is important that if you see
violations/abuse of this privilege, that you collect what
information you can and report it to the Athens Police
Department.

Attention Dog Owners

Wisconsin State Law Requires All dogs to be
vaccinated against rabies and to be licensed. Property
owners may pay for dog license when paying property
taxes or in Village Clerk's Office. Licenses will be
issued after the fee and proof that the dog has been
vaccinated has been furnished.

RATES For Dog Licenses Are:

Neutered/Spayed Dogs.........covvunenn $ 5.00
Males/Females ... i, 10.00
Puppy M or F oo $2.50 or 5.00

Kennel License .........rcrmnnriveiinn 50.00

A list of delinguent dog owners will be sent to the
District Attorney's of fice on April 1, 2020. Fines of
$50 to $100 may be imposed for unvaccinated dogs.

BUILDING PERMITS
Anyone planning on building a new house or structure,
remodeling or doing alterations to existing buildings in the
Village of Athens, shall apply for a permit from Ben Brooks,
(257-7183) to obtain such a permit. No work should proceed
until the permit has been issued. No permit is required for
construction or repair work with a value of $1,000 or less.
Remember, this dollar figure is based on material and labor
costs. Even if you do your own labor, you must include at least
a minimum labor cost along with the material cost for permit
purposes. Permits are good for 6 months, and projects not
having permits displayed for public view, or without permits,
can be halted by the inspector or the Police Department.

New Home — 1500 sq feet or less $350
New Home ~ 2500 sq feet or less $400
New Home - 2500 sq feet or more $450
Mobile/Manufactured Homes $300/unit
Multi-Family Homes/Commercial $200/unit
Residential additions/garages $100

Commercial & Residential repair $25
Siding, roofing, windows, fences, pools, decks, sheds, porches,
gazebos, awnings, etc.

Moving Building $50
Driveway Permit $15
Re-inspection Fee $25

Building without a Village Permit DOUBLE FEES!
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NOTICE

Construction - Remodeling — Repair
All parties doing any major work to houses,
garages, etc., are required to contract with a

suppli;e;;(:: ?:odsl:n;ﬁ;eer Ctgsgl:)tf zﬁ: rcgi?:;itlgll This Should there be a fire nearby, precious time is lost as
: firefighters work to locate hydrants and shovel snow
NO DEBRIS IS ALLOWED AT THE away before hoses can be hooked up to them. In the
DISPOSAL SITE, VILLAGE GARAGE, situation of a fire, time is critical and every second
OR ANY PARK DUMPSTERSI!I counts. The extra minutes that a firefighter spends
any materials at the Disposal Site or in the quickly a fire can be extinguished and the damage to be

dumpsters will be issued citations. limited. .
Please consider helping the Fire Department by clearing

the snow away from hydrants located near you!

” Snowfall, combined with the snow plowed from
roadways, often bury fire hydrants under a large amount
of snow, thus making them difficult to find and use.

VILLAGE OF ATHENS WINTER

PARKING REGULATIONS e |
No person shall park any vehicle on any public street or : To contact the Police Department E
highway in the Village of Athens between the hours of 2:00 » If there is no one in the office and you wish to leave a E
a.m. and 7:00 a.m., Monday through Friday, and from 2:30 : message. ..please call 257-7611 and we will get backto
a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday, from November 1% E you as soon as possible. If you wish to speak to an :
through April 1% inclusive, except under circumstances . officer immediately, please contact the Marathon County

described in Sec. 346.50, Wis. Stats., and on New Year’s Day | Sheriff’s Dept. @ 261-7794 !
when there shall be no restrictions. e

RECYCLE RIGHT &3

MIX ALL RECYCLABLES ¢ RINSE OUT ALL CONTAINERS

Aluminum Beverage Contalners, Steel Tin Contalners Paperboard: Cereal Boxes, Tissue Boxes, Cardboard Boxes (flattened)
Aluminum Food Containers Paper Towel and Tissues Paper Cores,
Shoe Boxes, Soda & Beer Cartons

Mixed Paper: School Papers, Junk Mail: Discarded Mail, Plastics #1 through #7 Magazines & Catalogs

Carbonless Forms, Calendars, Greeting Cards, Envelopes
Computer Paper, PaperbackBooks

Newspaper & Inserts Kraft Paper, Paper Grocery Bags, Glass
. Paper Lunch Baas




2020 Village of Athens Garbage & Recycling Service Schedule

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 1 1 2 3 4 7
5 6 7 8 2 3 4 5 o[ 7| 8 8 9 10 11 14
i2 13 14 15 9 10 11 12 13 14] 15 15 16 17 18 21
19 20 21 22 16 17 18 19 20 22 22 23 24 25 28
26 27 28 29 23 24 25 26 27 29 29 30 31
APRIL MAY JUNE
S M T W T F ] S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 4 2 1 2 3 4 6
5 6 7 8 11 3 4 5 6 7 9 7 8 9 10 M 13
12 13 14 15 18 10 11 12 13 14 5] 16 14 15 16 17 18 20
19 20 21 22 25 17 18 19 20 21 23 21 22 23 24 25 27
26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29| 30| 28 29 30
31
JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 4 1 1 p) 3 5
5 6 7 8 11 2 3 4 5 e[ 7] 8 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 18 9 10 11 12 13 14] 15 13 14 15 16 17 19
19 20 21 22 25 16 17 18 19 20 2 22 20 21 22 23 24 26
26 27 28 29 23 24 25 26 27 28| 29 27 28 29 30
30 31
OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 q 5
4 5 6 7 10 8 9 10 M 6 7 8 9 1o 11 12
11 12 13 14 17 15 16 17 18 13 14 15 16 17 8] 19
18 19 20 21 24 22 23 24 25 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 31 29 30 27 28 29 30 31

Dnm;mmm & Recycling Pick-Up Day

**NOTE** pick-up during a holiday week is a day late

For questions about service please call

(800) 262-3101




