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VILLAGE OF ATHENS

PO BOX 220

ATHENS, WI  54411

715-257-9170

athensclerk@villageofathens.com

For more information go to our website

www.athenswis.com
HISTORY

The Village of Athens is located in an agricultural area of North Central Wisconsin approximately 25 miles northwest of the City of Wausau.

 

Athens, originally Black Creek Falls, was founded by Fred Rietbrock in 1879, who operated a sawmill and provided the economic base throughout the early years.  The village was surveyed and plotted in 1882, with a village square being laid out in the center of the village.  This village square, with a bandstand which provided concerts for the early settlers and mill workers, is still the main focus of the village today.  The village was named Athens in 1890 by Mr. Strupp, based on his love of classic Greek and similar topography of Athens, Greece.  The Village of Athens was incorporated in 1901, from parts of the townships of Bern, Halsey, Rietbrock, and Johnson.

 

During the early years, the Village of Athens thrived on the timber industry.  Besides the timber industry, Mr. Rietbrock was instrumental in encouraging strong and hardy Germans and Poles from foreign lands to come to America and settle in Athens, clean the land, develop it into good farm land, and own it.

 

By the early 1900’s, Athens had three sawmills operating, a Central Hotel, three blacksmith shops, general merchandise store, hardware store, two planning mills, stave and heading mill, Flour Mill, paint and decorating shop, men’s clothing and tailor shop, livery stables, harness shop, cheese factory, cigar store, electric plant, bowling alley, three grocery stores, a bakery and confectionary store, doctor office, dentist and veterinary offices, three other hotels with taverns, a Catholic, Lutheran and Christ United Church along with Catholic and Lutheran schools, public grade school and a high school started, along with construction of a railroad built by Rietbrock from Abbotsford to Athens, named the Abbotsford North-Eastern Railroad.  The railroad was dismantled in 1971.  The Athens Central Park Association was started in 1907.  The first park named “Schuetzen” was developed for picnicking, target practice, and general park purposes in a grove two miles north of Athens.

 

As the lumber industry declined, agriculture gained importance.  Production and distributing these farm products now play an important role in Athens’ economy.  Additionally, a local industrial park was developed in the 1990’s to diversify the employment opportunities for village residents and expand the tax base.

 

The Village is comprised of approximately 2 square miles of land which is currently being used for residential, agricultural, commercial, governmental, industrial, transportation and recreation purposes.  

 

The Village’s residential development is concentrated in the central area along and close to the major roadway, State Highway “97”.  It is bounded by two creeks on the north and south sides which meet along the east side, and provide the village with special physical features.

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

The Village has a Village President, a six person Board of Trustees, a full-time Clerk/Treasurer and a part-time deputy Clerk-Treasurer.  Village government services are:  a Volunteer Fire & Ambulance Department, and a full time Police Department with five part-time officers.  

The Municipal Building is located at 221 Caroline Street.  Business hours are Monday through Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m (closed for lunch sometime between 11:30-12:30). 

Regular Village Board meetings are held the fourth Monday of each month in the Village Board Room in the Municipal Building.

All Village meetings are open to the public unless otherwise advertised as a closed session.  The agendas and minutes of all Village Board meetings are posted at the Municipal Building and posted on the Village website for review. 

The Village Board also published a semi-annual newsletter.  Copies are available at the Clerk’s Office, US Bank, and also on the Village website.

VILLAGE WEBSITE

www.athenswis.com
PARKS AND PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES

The Village of Athens has 4 recreational parks as well as a Sporting Range, Village Ball Diamond, and Community Hall. 

The Community Hall is located at 221 Caroline Street and is available to rent for parties, meetings, etc.   The capacity of the building is 600 people - we have 33 tables and 250 chairs available in the hall.  The rental fees are $20/hour or $200/day for Village Residents and $25/hr and $250/day for Non-Residents.  A refundable $75 security deposit is also required. Reservations can be made by calling the Village Clerk’s Office.

The Village Ball Diamond is his 3 acre ball park is located at Washington and Elm Streets.  This facility has a lighted ball diamond, bleachers, small concession stand with men’s and women’s bathrooms, two dugouts, electric score board, backstop, and cyclone fence, one unit volleyball court, basketball court and bubbler.  This facility is adjacent to the elementary school playground which enables utilization of the elementary school playground equipment by children.  Any wishing to use this facility must contact Doug Brodziski from the Athens Ball Association (257-9091)

The Sporting Range is approximately a 3 mile drive from Athens and is located on Iron Bridge Road.  The sporting range area includes archery, rifle, and pistol target areas.  A local archery organization utilizes the sporting range in summer months to an area used for an archery 3 dimensional shooting league.

Erbach Park is located on the North end of Well Street adjacent to the Black Creek.  This land was donated to the village specifically for park development and has been extensively developed in recent years.  Currently this park includes a beach area, restrooms, a recently updated shelter with kitchen, playground equipment, nature trails, and volleyball courts.  Rentals costs are $80/day for Village Residents and $95/day for Non-Residents.  Reservations can be made by contacting the Village Clerk’s Office at 257-9170. 

Village of Athens Park is located at the southern village limits on State Highway “97” and encompasses 25 acres.  This facility provides a secluded scenic picnic grounds with an enclosed shelter with kitchen, playground equipment, and upgraded hiking trails and walk across bridges.   Rentals costs are $80/day for Village Residents and $95/day for Non-Residents.  Reservations can be made by contacting the Village Clerk’s Office at 257-9170. 

Memorial Park is a .3 acre park located at Caroline and Mueller Streets.  This facility has a shelter with blacktop floor, men’s and women’s restrooms, camping hookups, two grills, picnic tables, modern playground equipment, drinking bubbler, park benches, a memorial site which includes an army tank and flags, as well as a skating rink.  This park does not require reservations and can be used on a first come, first serve basis.

Jensen Street Park is a .3 acre park located at Jensen and Alfred Streets and includes a swing set and a sand box.  New playground equipment was added to this park in 1985.  

EVENTS
Please visit the Village’s website (www.athenswis.com) to view the calendar of events in the Village!
POLICE PROTECTION

Law enforcement in the Village is carried out by the Village of Athens Police Department under the direction of a Chief of Police.  The Police Chief’s staff consists of five part-time officers.  For more information, please call the Village of Athens Police Department during business hours at 257-7611 or the Marathon County Sheriff at 261-7794.  For emergencies, dial 9-1-1.

GARBAGE SERVICE

Curbside, garbage and recycling pickup is weekly on Friday.  All items are to be placed at the curb by 6 a.m. and are not allowed out any sooner than 24 hours prior to pickup, and containers are to be removed from the curb within 24 hours after pickup.  

Residents are allowed to place (2) 30 gallon trash bags or two (2) reusable containers, not to exceed a loaded weight of 50 lbs. each.  If you have more than allowed, the contractor is not to pick the additional up and is supposed to tag it as such.  You can put out any quantity of recyclables each week.  NO LIMIT!!

The following items can be mixed together:

1. Aluminum cans, container glass (glass clean with caps removed and should not be broken), plastic bottles and containers (no motor oil bottles), and tin cans (clean with labels removed) in one container.

2. Corrugated cardboard (flattened & bundled), mixed papers, and newspapers in one container (no larger than 24 inches wide, 36 inches long and 12 inches tall)

3. Waste oil – there is a drop off site located at the recycle center.  PLEASE make sure to take your containers with you.

4. Yard Waste (leaves, grass clippings, yard/garden debris)- The Village has a drop off site located at 104 Degner St.  When bringing items to this site, please put them in the proper place as noted by the signs!

Residents are allowed to place (2) 30 gallon trash bags or (2) reusable containers, not to exceed a loaded weight of 50 lbs. each.  You can put out any quantity of recyclables each week.

Discarded furniture and bulky items can be picked up by Advanced Disposal, but you must call them to schedule a pickup (888-271-7176)

GAS SERVICE

The Village is served by WE Energies (800) 242-9137.  

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

The Village is serviced by Xcel Energy (800) 895-4999.

DIGGER’S HOTLINE
Call before you dig…(800) 242-8511
WATER

Village of Athens Water utility provides water service to most of the homes in the Village.  Please contact the Clerk’s office with any questions. 

Utility billings are sent monthly.  The first and second month of each quarter is estimated on your average usage of the previous six months.  The third month of each quarter (March, June, September, and December) an actual read is done.  Water bills are sent at the end of the month, with a due date falling on the 20th of the following month.  You can pay your bill at the Clerk’s office, by mail, or by using the payment drop box located outside the Municipal Building.

For more information regarding your water and sewer billing, call the Village Clerk’s Office at 257-9170.    

BUILDING PERMITS

Anyone planning on building a new house or structure, remodeling or doing alterations to existing buildings in the Village of Athens, shall apply for a permit from Ben Brooks, (257-7183) to obtain such a permit.  No work should proceed until the permit has been issued.  No permit is required for construction or repair work with a value of $1,000 or less.  Remember, this dollar figure is based on material and labor costs.  Even if you do your own labor, you must include at least a minimum labor cost along with the material cost for permit purposes.  Permits are good for 6 months, and projects not having permits displayed for public view, or without permits, can be halted by the inspector or the Police Department.

NEW RATES- EFFECTIVE 01/01/05

New Home – 1500 sq feet or less                $350

New Home – 2500 sq feet or less       
     $400

New Home – 2500 sq feet or more               $450

Mobile/Manufactured Homes                    $300/unit

Multi-Family Homes                                  $200/unit

Commercial Buildings                               $200/unit

Residential additions                                     $100

Residential Garages  
                           $100

Commercial & Residential repair                   $25

(Siding, roofing, windows, fences, pools, hot tubs, decks, sheds, porches, gazebos, awnings, canopies, etc.)  

Moving Building                                             $50

Driveway Permit                                            $15

Re-inspection Fee                                         $25

Building Without a Village Permit        DOUBLE FEES

PARKING RESTRICTIONS

No person shall park any vehicle on any public street or highway in the Village of Athens between the hours 2:00a.m. and 7:00a.m., Monday through Friday, and 2:30a.m. and 7:00a.m. on Saturday and Sunday from November 1st to April 1st inclusive, except under circumstances described in Sec. 346.50, Wis. Stats., and except on New Year’s Day when there shall be no restrictions. 
DOGS 

All dogs must be licensed if over the age of five months.  A $10.00 late fee shall be collected from owners of pets not licensed by April 1st of each year.  The possession of more than three (3) dogs require a kennel license.  Animals at large and barking and howling animals subject their owners to Village citations.  

WEED CONTROL

Property owners are responsible for mowing their property and the eradication of noxious weeds.

Failure to do so (after having been given a five day warning) will result in the Village removing them and charging the property owner with the costs.  

SIDEWALK SHOVELING

Village ordinance requires that public sidewalks be free of snow and ice within 24 hours of a snow or ice storm.

BURNING

Burning within the Village limits is prohibited. (However, recreational burning in a fire pit is allowed)

VOTING

For all Village of Athens residents, voting is held in the Municipal Building Board Room, 221 Caroline Street.  Current poll hours are 7am to 8pm.  Voter Registration is required to vote.  You may register to vote from 7:30am - 4:00pm Monday through Friday at the Village Clerk’s Office located at 221 Caroline Street or the day of the election.  To register, you need to provide your driver’s license number (or social security number if you haven’t been issued a driver’s license) and you will also need proof of residency.  You also need to provide a photo ID on election day in order to vote.

SCHOOLS

Athens Elementary (257-7571) is a public school for Pre-Kindergarten through 5th grades. Students in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades attend Athens Middle School (located in Athens High School 257-7511).  Grades 9 through 12 attend Athens High School (257-7511).  The Village of Athens also has two parochial schools, Trinity Lutheran School (257-7559) offers grades 3k through 8th grade, and St. Anthony’s Catholic School (257-7541) offers grades Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade.  

CHURCHES

* Athens Assembly of God, 220 Kreutzer St.,  (257-7747)

* Christ United Church, 712 Pine St.,  (257-7777)

* St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, 417 Caroline St., (257-7684)  

* Trinity Lutheran Church LCMS, 301 Elm St, (257-7526)

POST OFFICE 

The zip code is 54411.  Window hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,(closed from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.), and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Their phone number is 257-7677.

NEWSPAPER

The unofficial local newspaper is the Record-Review and can be reached by calling 

(715) 223-2342.   We also have a monthly publication sent to all Athens boxholders (Salesman Sam), they can be reached by calling (715) 257-1600.  The Wausau Daily Herald and Marshfield Herald are also favorites with residents and can be delivered daily or by your choice just on weekends.

SENIOR APARTMENTS – MARATHON COUNTY HOUSING ASSOCIATION-  has two buildings in Athens, located on Jensen St. and Plisch St.  For more information regarding these apartments, please call (906) 932-5500.

MARATHON COUNTY SERVICES

Village of Athens residents have county-wide library privileges and also have a library 

located in the Municipal Building, 221 Caroline Street.  Hours for the Athens Branch 

Library are:

Monday:        1pm to 8pm

Tuesday:       9am to 5pm

Wednesday:  1pm to 5pm

Thursday:      1pm to 8pm

Friday:           1pm to 5pm

You can contact the Athens Branch at 257-7292 or you can visit the website 

www.mcpl.lib.wi.us.

Other Marathon County Services:

* Marathon County Court House, 500 Forest St., Wausau
261-1000

* Marathon County Humane Society, 316 E Kent St, Wausau
845-2810

* Marathon County Social Services, 400 E Thomas St., Wausau
261-7500

PHYSICIANS, DENTISTS, AND VETERINARIANS

Aspirus Clinic, 729 Pine St, Athens





257-1687
Allied Health Chiropractic Center, 317 Washington St, Athens

257-7331

Athens Dental Clinic, 317 Washington St., Athens



257-9278

Athens Veterinary Services, 625 W. Village Limits Rd., Athens

257-7003 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

US Bank, 203 Alfred St, Athens






257-7551

Athens Area Credit Union, 112 Alfred St, Athens



257-9337
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