Street Committee Meeting

January 12, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm in the Village Board room by Committee Chairman, Randy Decker. Committee members Dwight Lenhard and Jack Schaetzl were in attendance, along with Charles Kornack, Chris Perkins, Aaron Stencil, Glen Luetschwager, Tom Marcon, Nubby Daniels, Jay Ellenbecker, Dale Stange and Max Stange.

Chairman Decker handed out his 2 pages of research that shows the reasons to allow trails, trail route questions and other concerns of Village that may arise.  He also handed out a spreadsheet showing the information that was obtained from calling 10 local communities as to what they have for ATV/UTV routes, if any.  

Decker noted that this is a Street committee meeting and not a Park Committee meeting and that any possible trail through the Village forest would have to be addressed by the Park Committee. 

Question was asked how access to the 4 local townships that have roads open and marked would happen.  Current access would be East Townline and Pioneer Road to the east and the south townships only.  There would be no access to the north and west unless the Village would allow trail access through the Village forest.  It was noted that the Village has Iron Bridge Road closed, which is affecting citizens from access to Town of Johnson roads. 

Further discussion included DNR rules, properly marked routes in the Village, and possible access to Village forest trail so more citizens could use parks for other than walking, hiking, snowshoeing, and skiing.

The biggest concerns that were noted with creating ATV/UTV trails were:

1.  West/North Access


2.   Law Enforcement

3.  Village liability


4.   Access to businesses (Taverns)

5.   Noise



6.   Extra training for police force

7. Machine’s having proper lights

Other items brought up were whether alleys would be included in the trail routes, if golf carts would be allowed, what the speed limit would be, age of drivers, and the possibility of allowing daytime usage only.  One citizen noted he would use his atv/utv to do trail maintenance on the village trail system, coming from his garage across town.


Motion by Lenhard, S/Schaetzl and carried to make a recommendation to the Board to pursue this matter. 

Motion Lenhard, Second by Decker and carried to adjourn at 6:55pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Decker, Street Chairman   
