In Memory of George Lonsdorf

George J. Lonsdorf was born in Athens, WI on May 23, 1924 to William and Elizabeth (Sutter) Lonsdorf.  He attended St. Anthony School in Athens and spent much of his childhood there.  He and his wife, Dolores, operated a Guernsey dairy farm and The Silver Creek Orchard in the Town of Maine until his retirement in 1991.  George & Dolores raised 11 children together and they enjoyed 12 grandchildren.  George had very fond childhood memories of his life in Athens and especially of the time he spent with his “Grandma Sutter” (Mary).  He loved to bring his family to Athens each year to attend the Athens Fair and he especially enjoyed the St. Anthony’s chicken dinner and the wonderful parade.  During his last visit to the Fair in 2009, he asked his family to take him on the merry-go-round for “one last ride” as he always had a special fascination for an old-fashioned carousel.  He was quite ill at the time and it was difficult for him but he had a big smile on his face when he finally sat up on that horse.  George passed away the following summer on July 12, 2010.   

His family asked to place this table in the Memorial Park as a tribute to the happy memories of his time in Athens.  The symbol of the carousel horse reminds us of his lively spirit and his wonder of simple things.   He would be pleased to see another family sitting together at this table enjoying those same simple things.  On behalf of his family and friends, we hope visitors to the park will enjoy this memorial.
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